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ELECTION OF CHIEF RABBI. 


“The following is the return of votes for the Election of 
Chief Rabbi :-— 


Rev. Dr. Adler...... 
Rev. Dr. Hirschfeld .... 13 
Rev. Rabbi Hirsch. .... 2 


‘“ Three Synagogues, having seven votes, declined voting.” 

For the foregoing official declaration we are indebted to the 
Committee of Delegates, in whose presence the respective 
returns of the constituent Synagogues were opened, last Wed- 
nesday evening, and the aggregate return compiled therefrom.* 

The result shews almost a unanimous election. The votes 
recorded for Rabbi Hirsch were probably in misapprehension 
of the position assumed by the advocates (in London) of that gen- 
tleman, on the discovery that his return could not be rendered 
unanimous, Vide the explanations in our last number. ‘The 


* We have compiled the following table | No. of Votes | 
from private sources of information. 
E13 
London. Great (Duke’s Place) ........ 50 
New (St. Helen’s Place). ....! 25 
Hambro’ (Fenchurch Street). .| 20 | 
Western (St. Alban’s Place)..|....) 9 
Maiden Lane ditto........... 3 : 
Laverpool,. Street | 
Hardman Street............ 2 
Total,jJ21 | 13} 2 7 


| The aggregate returns represent the number of votes to which each 
Synagogue is entitled, according to a fixed ratio—to some extent regulated 
by its contribution towards the common fund. The simple majority in 


each Synagogue, determines for whom the Synagogue, as a whole, shall 
register its aggregate number of votes. | 


Compuisory change of Attire.—Melbourne, Port Philip.— Poland; Good for 
Evil.—Jassy ; Scotch Missionaries. —Hungary ; Alleged Slavery.— Miscellanea. 
—L’ Univers lsraelile, 

Second Days of Festivals.—Jewish Ladies’ Benevolent Loan and Visiting Society. 
—Uniformity in Public Worship. 


seven votes not recorded, may be assumed as withheld in that 
consciousness of the inability to discriminate, to which we have 
previously made allusion. In effect,—it was submitting the 
question, so far as those Synagogues are concerned, to the deci- 
sion of others, either better informed, or more willing to assume 
the responsibility of selection. 


We have a heartfelt satisfaction in congratulating our Jewish 
readers on the happy termination of this important election. 
We look back upon the efforts of the past two years, upon 
the difficulties overcome, the objections overruled, the dis- 
cordances harmonized, and the erratic tendencies swayed 
towards a common end; and while no words can express what 
is due in gratitude towards that all-beneficent and all-directing 
Providence, which hath so ruled all for Israel’s good, we are 
equally incompetent to sketch all that may be hoped, for the 
spiritual, the congregational, and the social advancement of those 
various communities, now, for the first time in the history of this 
country, united for the purposes most characteristic of us as a 
religious brotherhood. Many and various are the causes 
for our rejoicing; but we may not seek to enumerate them now, 
much less to follow out the anticipations, the reasonings and 
the conclusions, which, at this moment, and in immediate 
association with its event, must present themselves to the mind 
of every one who has aspired to the privilege of serving his 
brethren; whether by arousing them to a consciousness of their 
national vocation, or by inciting them to efforts for the discharge 
of their highest duties. [For all high achievements which 
require concert, the desire to achieve must first have birth ; 
this however, though indispensable, is preliminary only, but the 
appointment of a qualified leader is already a step in advance ; 
the rest is but system and perseverance. 

Let us first regard the most prominent features of the present 
hour. A severe struggle has been decided, none are defeated ! 
A field has been contested, none are injured! Each party has 
put forth its strength for victory, and all are gainers ! 

The excitement which naturally prevailed for some time 
previous to the election, the differences, the rivalries, the mis- 
apprehensions, and the misgivings of future consequences, are all 
passed away; every one is rejoicing that the ferment has sub- 
sided, and with it the dangers of that state of interregnum, 
when (Every man might do what is right 


-in his own eyes); an interregnum which, if protracted beyond 


due limits, could not but prove fatal to the religious interests of a 
community like ours; favouring a constant state of vacillation ; 
habituating the sons and daughters of Israel to look for no other 
guidance but that of their own caprice, to recognize no other 
standard than the plausible and the attractive. ho then can 
look forward and doubt for a moment, that all parties con- 
cerned are gainers by the result? Some personal expectations 
may have been frustrated, some individual hopes disappointed, but 
the main object for which all have striven, the great ends for 
which all have contended, these are attained. What though 
there has been a conflict of opinions as to the instrument fittest 
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for realizing our hopes for the future? All of us have had the 
same object in view—the welfare of the community at large ; 
and that conceded, there is not an individual concerned to whom 
our congratulations can be misdirected, on this happy issue of 
the contest. | 

There is one view of the case, and no unimportant one, In 
which the struggle and the excitement which have been produced, 
are rather advantageous than otherwise. This will be at once 
understood if it be reflected, that many elements which have 
combined to produce the successful issue, might, under other 
circumstances, have remained passively submitting to, whereas 
they have now been actively co-operating for, the reconstitution 
of the spiritual guidance of our united communities. The moral 
obligation thus directly assumed, cannot and will not be disre- 
garded by honorably minded men, even if theirsectional interests, 
or habits of indifference, should ever at any time be brought 
into collision with these solemnly assumed obligations. 

Henceforward, the rabbinical chair adequately filled, we shall 
have in religious differences, if they arise, a proper arbiter for 
appeal ;—in doubt, a legitimate guide and adviser ;—in all 
Jewish questions, a common centre round which to rally; now 
receiving the impulse, now imparting it, but always resulting in 
simultaneous action for the good of all. 

On the day appointed for the election (Sunday last,) the 
Vestry room of each metropolitan synagogue was naturally the 
scene of considerable excitement. In consideration for the 
great importance of the question at issue to the great body of 
the Jewish community, the election in the principal synagogue, 
that in Duke’s Street, was carried on in open court, and every 
facility was afforded by the authorities, for the preparation 
of this record. We have to acknowledge a similar obligation 
to others, especially to the Hambro’ (or Fenchurch Street) Syna- 
gogue ; a small, but liberally minded community, whose position 
throughout, especially in the negociations which led to this 
important measure, has been consistent with its ancient name 
and rank. The remaining constituent City Synagogue (that of the 
Sephardim, as it will be remembered, not having hitherto found 
it expedient to act in concert with the Ashkenazim in this 


matter,) was that in St. Helen’s Place, popularly called the | due to conscientious conviction, nor the meed of honour 


New Synagogue. Of the proceedings here, we can give no 
particulars, as we tound the doors closed to ali but their own 
privileged voters, or pxn3 ya. The Fenchurch Street Syna- 
gogue, and as we understand the two Western Synagogues, as well 


as several of the provincial ones, admitted to the right of voting | 
. 
every adult male, assessed as a seat holder to a certain annual | 


amount, This was not the case in other synagogues, including 
the principal establishment in Duke’s Street, City, where the 
seatholders (who by Act of Parliament have a right to vote 
for Deputies), number about 455, and the p'n3 ‘sya or privi- 
leged voters, number only 180. | 

The election was everywhere by ballot, and since little doubt 
was entertained in the city of Dr. Adler's return, (in -conse- 
quence of the coalition explained in our last number,) the prin- 
cipal efforts were directed to the increase of his majority ; 
efforts, the success of which will be manifest from the summary 
of the results in another column. 

The chief point of attraction was the Vestry room of the 
Duke’s Street Synagogue, both on account of the large amount 
of its influence on the result of this election, and because of the 
poll nny Fp open one hour beyond that of the other syna- 
pogues. ost of the leading men of the community were assem- 

led here, and their number continued to be augmented by 
arrivals from the other vestries, with reports of the results on 
the declaration of the respective scrutineers. Precisely as the 
clock struck three, Mr. S. H. Ellis, who as senior Warden 
presided, declared the ballot closed; and soon afterwards, the 
duties of the scrutineers having been performed, the numbers 
were formally declared. 

The Chairman, by way of preface to this declaration, addressed 
a few words of suitable exhortation to the now crowded assembly, 
aud also deprecated every demonstration of feeling as connected 
with the announcement about to be made. ‘The propriety 
of this recommendation was at once felt, and it was not until 
the Chairman, after declaring Dr. Adler to be the elect of that 
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synagogue, had implored all to merge their former predilectio, 
in favor of that Rabbi whom the majority had chosen, that the 
general cries of ‘“‘hear! hear!” demonstrated how cordially 
all right minded men were disposed to forget past difference: 
and unite in hailing the new Rabbi with a unanimous spirit 
We heard this truly Jewish feeling expressed, in a marked man. 
ner, by the principal advocates of Dr. Hirschfeld, and that ¢,, 
in the moment of their defeat. We know no praise which could 
be more significant than the record of that honorable fact Mr 
Ellis, in acknowledging the vote of thanks passed for his eon. 
duct in the chair that day, took occasion to vindicate his impar- 
tiality from the imputations which had been publicly cast upon 
it; he assured the meeting, that his single object had been ty 
discharge his duty uprightly throughout ; and that he anticipated 
the satisfaction of finding all parties concur in the propriety o/ 
merging every personal consideration, which might keep aliy. 
any but the ardent desire to maintain peace and good feeling jy 
the community. 
The overwhelming majority by which Dr. Adler has heey, 
brought in, is one of those prominent features of the present 
hour which it is pleasing to contemplate. It is strikingly 
characteristic of the sound policy of those who, at the decisiye 
moment, have known how to sacrifice personal predilections to 
a sense of duty; who have shown how, amidst the excitement of 
the contest, they could still listen to the calm voice of abstrac: 
reasoning. Their timely accession to the cause of that candi- 
date who at all events would have had a majority, however 
small, has altogether prevented even the appearance of a party 
triumph; aud the ready concurrence of the minority is equally 
indicative of that proper spirit, which would invest our Chic! 
Rabbi, not as the favorite of a party, but as the desired ot the 
whole; thus does he receive that confidence, and attain to that 
power, through which alone he can be enabled to realize our 
hopes. It is, after all, scarcely within the range of possibility to 
secure, a priori, complete unanimity on questions the decision 
of which rests with large bodies; and though the sustained. 
opposition of the minority may have been construed to their 
disadvantage ; yet, abstract justice cannot deny them the tribute 


earned by generosity of sentiment. 

There is certainly something chivalrous in the determination 
not to desert the party considered as the wronged one, despite 
the consciousness of a certain defeat. He could scarcely be an 
Englishman who would not know how to appreciate such devo- 
tion ; nor is it men so devoted who; after the deciston of a fair 
contest, could harbour resentment, could cherish beyond that 
point any hostility arising from the heat of contest, or fora 
moment withhold that respect, that hearty support, due to the 
authority legally constituted. | 

Let us, moreover, not be misunderstood ; revering as we do our 
Chief Rabbi elect, fondly as we indulge the hope that through 
him will be realized our just anticipations for the best inicrests 
of our communities, yet do we in no wise pretend that had another 
candidate been successful, we should have had less reason to 
congratulate the community. Carefully and conscientiously as 
the candidates were selected from among the applicants, every 
one was declared qualified for the post ; and that original decla- 
ration remains unshaken. Let it then be manifest betore the 
eyes of Europe, that the English Jews know how to apprecia‘e 
the talents and piety of the other candidates ; that they can do 


justice to their merits, though not able to place them in a pos!- 


tion whence to derive any direct advantage therefrom. 

Dr. Adler was elected, because Providence, in whose hand 
men are mere instruments, had so willed it; Providence, through 
whose direct influence, as our Rabbis tell us, the heads of ¢ol- 
gregations are appointed. ‘The Jews of Britain may CO'- 
gratulate themselves on their choice, regretting at the same 
time, that the position they can offer can only be occupied by 


one. Satisfied with that choice, they may wish each of the 


other candidates a sphere of activity adequate 
deserts. 


To him’ whom the acclaim of thousands of our brethren 
calls from his present vocation, to enter upon one which pre- 
sents a wider field for usefulness, a more responsible, 


to his high 


and a 
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more exalted sphere of operation, we offer our heartiest greeting 
from beyond the ocean which still separates us. The voice, 
feeble though it be, which over the bier of his predecessor, 


4,3, called aloud for this union, and for this election as its 
consequence, now greets him with the weleome—’5 Nan 
“‘ Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 


The opportunity does not immediately serve, for the treat- 
ment of many aspects of this important election, which never- 
theless require to be promptly treated. We have to define the 

ition of an Anglo-Jewish press towards so important a func- 
tionary; and that in its turn must be materially influenced by 
the view which he shall take of his own position here. On 
this head, we are strongly impressed with the inexpediency of 
hurrying his movements with reference to many desiderata, 
urgent as they are; we feel how desirable it is that he should 
employ his own eyes and ears, on all important questions, 

Nevertheless, as we venture to think that our opportunities 
for observation have possessed some advantages, and that few 
will deny the dispassionate spirit with which we could approach 
such discussions, we shall prepare a series of essays upon the 
existing state and wants of our institutions, synagogal, educa- 
tional, charitable, &c. ; and shall allow liberal scope to those who 
are conversant with the subjects discussed, and desire to impugn 
any of the views which we may venture publicly to express. 


Religious Meditations suggested hy the Haftorahs. 
No.6: nay. Zechariah ii. 10. 


“ Who is like unto thy people Israel, a unique nation 
upon earth/” so it was exclaimed of old, and so might it 
still be exclaimed in our own day. Surely, no nation upon 
earth exemplifies more strikingly that truth of the wisest 
among men, ‘‘there is nothing new under the sun;” for our 
national history exhibits in an uninterrupted chain, a succes- 
sion of like events, modified by circumstances; all have the 
same family likeness, the same main features, varied though 
they be. The history of Israel, from Abraham down to our 
own age, 1s the description of a consecutive series of trials, 
of fiery ordeals, through which the nation has been preserved 
in a meaure unscathed. The people whom He hath called 
His witnesses “IY OMS) were to give evidence under 
the most trying circumstances; were to testify to the Lord 
in all regions, and in all ages. A retrospect of Jewish history 
from this point of view, would certainly prove of the highest 
interest ; but limited in space as we are, a cursory glance must 
suffice, as it is suggested by the portion from the Pentateuch 
for the ensuing week, aw", by the festival of Chanukah now 
celebrated, and by the Haftorah read next Sabbath. 

The trials of the patriarchs, at once stamp the history of 
their descendants with its proper characteristics. Their trials 
may be considered as the types of those which their chil- 
dren were to undergo. Look on the wandering Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, how they are driven from. nation to nation, 
Sy not for the immediate benefit of the dis- 
persed, but for that of mankind at large; and whenever Israel 
has been desirous of settling down quietly, of forgetting his 
vocation, he has been startlingly roused from his repose by some 
unexpected event; even as the Medrash beautifully observes 
with respect to Jacob—by voy yp apy 

“Jacob wished to settle down in quiet, and there fell upon him 
grief through Joseph. When the righteous wish to dwell in hap- 
piness, the Holy One saith, ‘ Is it not enough for the righteous, 
that there is preparation for them in the world to come, that they 
seek to dwell in happiness in this world?!” And how appro- 
priately does the history of Joseph in relation to his brethren, 
typify that of the people of. Israel, in reference to the nations 
of the earth. | 

Israel, like Joseph, conscious of a higher mission, has been 
but too often despised or hated, but too often called mynionn ya 

e dreamer ;” but too often, when sent out to inquire after the 
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welfare of his brethren, have these deterinined to destroy the 
obedient messenger. How signal the contrast of this sasging 
determination with the innocence of the messenger, who, at the 
moment duty bids, neither rezards nor wishes to regard the 
hostility of his kinsmen, and who, in searching out for those 
who stray in the wilderness, answers the questioner, **‘ Whom 
dost thou seek My brethren dol seek.” Alas! he sought 
brethren, and found foes ; he brought peace, and met hatred ; he 
was the messenger of blessing, and was requited with a curse. 
Need we carry the parallel further? Centuries passed away ; 
Israel, as a nation matured, exhibited those same features full 
developed, which have just been sketched in miniature. laste, 
purified from the dross of the abominable crime which had sul- 
lied the national career during the first temple, Israel evinced, 
during the second temple, as much horror towards that same 
idolatry as he had exhibited inclination for it in former ages. 
Sull, this change for the better was not yet fully and strikingly 
manifested to the world. Israel, having publicly profaned the 
name of the only God by worshipping strange gods, had _ there- 
tore to exhibit, equally before the world, a horror for that abomi- 
nation, and thus to sanctify the Holy Name. Israel, having 
voluntarily imported into Palestine the service of idols, was 
now to resist that false worship, when forced upon him. _ Israel, 
emancipated from that species of idolatry which presented its 
gods, often in hideous, always in unshapely, forms; freed from 
a worship, frequently polluted by the practice of sanguinary rites, 
and always with absurdity and licentiousness ;—would he also 
resist the idolatry of the Greeks? Arrayed in all those blan- 
dishments which the exalted, chaste, refined and powerful imagi- 
nation of the Greeks could bestow upon the gods of their own 
creation; recommended by all.the vigour of intellect, the pro- 
fundity of learning, aud the dazzling glory of that remarkable 
people; entorced by the mandates of a monarch armed with 
unbounded authority, and employing the terrors of relentless 
fanaticism to compel submission where fascination might fail, 
or threats be disregarded ;—such was the religion now solemnly 
proposed to Israel before the nations of the world. 

‘he Syro-Grecian Antiochus made his attempts for the sub- 
version of Judaism, at a period when the Grecian arms, lan- 
guage, literature, and civilization, had subdued large portions 
of Asia; when Grecian arts had exhausted themselves in pro- 
ducing those material representations which, considered as 
works of art, have never yet lost their influence over mankind. 
Grecian ideas—beautifully arrayed fictions, encountered Jew- 
ish ideas—simply clothed truths. A contest ensued, the happy 
issue of which has been celebrated at this season for two thou- 
sand years. And though Israel alone sustained the whole 
brunt of the battle; though only the Jews bled and fell in the 
contest; was it for themselves alone that they fought, or was it 
in the cause of mankind for whom they sacrificed themselves ? 
Ask the pages of modern history, and they will tell you; de- 
mand of all the civilized nations at present existing, and they 
will inform you ;—TIsrael fought and conquered for mankind ; 
the loss was Israel’s alone; the advantage he shared with the 
world at large. | 

And has Israel since that era had no similar attacks to repel? 
Idolatry, with its crimes, its follies and its absurdities, has 
disappeared wherever the standard of Moses and the prophets 
has been erected. But alas! how is the nation treated that 
preserved with its life blood those inexhaustible treasures for 
the benefit of mankind? Of the mass, it may too aptly be said 
‘‘ And he did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.” Would 
to God we were indeed forgotten, so far as to be permitted to 
go on our way unmolested. Has the time of our trials ceased ? 
Ask again the history of modern times, and the answer will be ;— 
Israel, the appointed witness of God, is still, with but too few 
exceptions, oppressed on account of his religion. Anti-Jewish 
ideas are still presented to him in dazzling garb; his constancy 
is still punished, his apostacy still rewarded. Israel, preserved 
even in midst of his fiery ordeals, is still as the prophet says in 
the Haftorah before us, (A bated, snatched from 
the fire.) And what though we are still preserved in our national 
integrity ;— is it the shield of faith, the mail of implicit obedience, 
that protect us against our assailants? Would that we could 
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like Chananiah. Misael, and Asariah, with such arms repel 
the attooks provoked by constancy in faith. Butalas! we are like 
Joshua, (in Zechariah’s vision) clothed in unclean garments.* 


O! that for our sakes also the Lord would “ rebuke the temp- 
ter!” QO! that we also might deserve to be clothed in the gar- | 


ments of purity, our iniquities passed away.t O that the lamps 
that we now kindle in memory of what has been wrought for 
us, might be replaced by that precious lamp which shall again be 
set up for the whole earth, so that the Gentiles may be enlight- 
ened from out of the error of their dark readings, and Israel’s 
testimony be received that—nx yous InN The Lternalisa 
Unity, and his name is Unity.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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| cially to the reflective, and still more to the religiously-minded 


and it was discontinued only in consequenceo f the 
becoming so numerous and troublesome, as to com 
to decline acting as her almoner any longer. 


applicants 
pel the party 


Scholastic.—Mr. Edward Jessel took his degree of R. 4 
first division, at the October examination in the Universi; of 
London. This is the third member of the same family 
has taken university honors; all educated at Mr. Neumegen’s 
establishment, as was also the lamented Mr. Jacob Samuda. 


How think, and how act the Jews ?—are questions which must 
frequently suggest themselves to the non-Jewish public, espe. 


But to none is a truthful solution of such inquiries of more 


Jewish Freemasons.—We are pleased to find, that the com- vital import, than to the Jews themselves; and yet, strange as 


munication upon the subject of the non-admission of Jews to | 


Masonic Lodges in Prussia in our No. 83, which was subse- 
quently copied into the Sun newspaper, is creating considerable 
sensation abroad ; and that the F'reemason’s Quarterly levier, 
the masonic organ of communication in England, has warmly 
espoused the cause. We are informed by correspondents, that 
the French and German masonic periodicals are cordially as- 
sisting the cause of our co-religionists of the brotherhood. 
Immediately connected with this subject, is a highly gratify- 
ing record of Jewish gratitude which has lately come under 
our observation. The Jews in Berlin, upon being informed that 
the subject of their exclusion from the masonic lodges had been 


publicly commented on in England, at the great assemblage of 


the fraternity in September last, summoned all the Jewish free- 
masons then in Berlin to attend a meeting: The name of the 
gentleman who mooted the question having been ascertained, 
the first business of the day was to carry unanimously the fol- 
lowing address, which has been transmitted in due form. 
_ “ Address of thanks to the well-beloved and honored brother, 
H. Faudel. 


““The undersigned freemasons of the Jewish faith in Berlin, 


having been anxious to obtain admission to lodges in their | 


native country, the doors of which have hitherto been closed 
inst them, and knowing . 
obtain for them their rights, have, at a meeting holden on the 


13th day of November, unanimously voted to you this address, 


and they trust you will receive it as an earnest of their acknow- | 


ledgments and gratitude. 


“They accompany it with the prayer, that you will continue them are Jewish? Such is certainly not the characteristic of | 


to exert your talent and interest in their behalf. 
** Berlin, 13th Nov. 1844.” 


names being favorably known in the literary, as well as in the commercial | 


world. 


Jewish Charity.—{Communicated.)—The enormous amount 
distributed, both publicly and privately, in charities, by a cer- 
tain distinguished family in Israel, is so frequently the subject 
of conversation, that the following fact may not be uninteresting to 
se readers. ‘The eldest surviving member of that family (in 

ngland) having lately paid a lengthened visit to the sea-coast, 
was promenading one day on the cliff, when she encountered a 
tradesman from London with whom she had dealt many years. 
After accosting him, and finding that his medical advisers had 
recommended a stay of many weeks, the lady inquired how he 
employed his time. ‘‘ In perambulating the town,” was the 
reply. ‘‘ Then,” observed the lady, ‘‘ I will give you employ- 
ment suited to your tastes and habits. Look out in your walks 
for distressed and worthy families, let me know, and I will 
give you the means to relieve them. By the bye—do not let 
their religion be a consideration, I include Christians as well 
as Jews.” These instructions have been extensively acted 
upon ever since. 

The tradesman had been in the habit of receiving from the 
same lady, during a series of years, on every Friday, the sum 
of £25, to be distributed in casual relief among the poor; 


— 


» 


© Zech. ili. 2. t Ibid iii. 4. 


with what ‘zeal you have sought to | 


it may appear, intelligent public writers, of extensive reading 
and more than ordinary knowledge of the world, have now and 
then had wrested from them the admission, that they have been 
all along deceived as to the real sentiments and polity of their 
Jewish neighbours, and (as one honest editor contessed byt 


whose habits, manners, &c., have been investigated by trust. 
worthy travellers, than of the ‘ peculiar people” spread here 
and everywhere! A knowledge of this truth very often in- 
duces authors by profession, to glean from notoriously defective 
or inaccurate sources, (the only ones accessible to them,) some 
popular description or other of Jews and Judaism, and to 
realize thereby their profit from the public curiosity. 


that the Jews, as a body, employ no suitable means to supply 
to their Christian neighbours, an authentic or authoritative 
answer to the inquiry of ‘* How think and act the Jews?” Who 
can doubt, if the plain unvarnished truth were placed in a 
suitable manner within the reach of all, that the prejudices, 
the preconceptions, and the misconceptions which now abound 
to the disparagement of our national character, would no longer 
find entertainment, much less favour? Who can deny, thata 
_few pounds wisely spent in disseminating a knowledge of facts, 
would save the same sum, many times told, now so olten squan- 
dered in inadequate after-efforts, to remedy the consequences 
of fiction? 

The press teems with books ‘“* about the Jews,” or “ on 
the Jewish question;’—we are ashamed to ask, how few of 


-a recent publication of the Religious Tract Society, entitled 
_“ The Jew in this, and other days.” 


is directed to it by a notice in last month’s numberof the 


by quoting it in extenso. 


“Marvellous is the progress ofinquiry and of information on this heart- 
stirring topic! Here we have a small square book for the young, widely 
different from any that have preceded it, bearing on the nation o! Israel. 
A frontispiece representing the interior of a great London Synagogue; % 
place from which pious people, not long ago, would have taught their chil- 
dren to avert their eyes, as from a popish mass-house (if not with greater 
horror ;) much information as to synagogue-worship; and other matters 
appertaining to the Hebrew people; both among us and in foreign lands ; 
a good many nice illustrations, very well executed; and a spirit ol kind- 
ness breathing throughout, highly worthy of imitation. Still we look - 
a great advance in this revived branch of literature; for truly our dazz'e 
eyes, when turned in the direction of the Jew, see him but as a trce 
walking. Thick mists have still to be purged away. 

“The compiler of this little volume has taken the former part of his de- 
scription from a work which he has had to purify in no small ogee wot 
for it was as atrocious a libel on the Jewish people as ever disgraced “ 
Gentile press. Nothing of this is retained here; but the picture wry 
is of the very lowest class of Jews, leaving unnoticed the large body © 
gentlemen who move in every sphere of society, up to the highest; 4° 
who come not within the outline given of what is called the Jewish pop 
lation; though .2e highest among them will fervently hail the lowest as 
his brethren, and in some situations as his superior. e have seen asong 
the Cohanim, or descendants of Aaron, men.in very poor habilimen 
the highest place, nea? 
undreds of wealthy a” 


though shrouded by the broad talith, occupyin 
the Ark, while the whole congregation, including 


Is this with justice blameable? Is it even evitable, seeing. 


recently), English Christians know more of some distant people, 


True, we have not seen | 
The document is signed both extensively and respectably, many of the | the book, nor is it often the desire of those who bring out such, : 
to invite the recension of a Jewish editor; but our attention | 


Christian Lady's Magazine, and we cannot better testily our | 
sense of the right feeling which pervades the criticism, than — 
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accomplished gentlemen, bowed to receive the blessing which they, the 
gons of Aaron, pronounce, according to Numbers vi. 23—26. 

“ Again, in point of spiritual things, we find the testimony of Mr. Mar- 
goliouth repeatedly quoted, against which the Jews themselves indignantly 
protest, and not without reason. Justice is not fully rendered them, be- 
cause, as we before remarked, Gentiles do not yet clearly see what Israel 
‘n our day is: but ere long it will be better understood. What is reported 
in this little book of the Karaite Jews (page 109), is strictly true of the 
greater number of even the Rabbinical Jews among ourselves ; only that 
our inveterate habit of going to old books rather than to living men for 
information concerning our next door neighbours stands in the way of our 
eplightenment. Having given this caution, with an assurance that the 

half has not yet been told them concerning Judah, we give a hearty com- 
\ mendation with the little book to our friends, hoping to see it soon doubled 
| in size and importance. The lion, the great lion, is about to be stirred 
up; and men shall see him as he is, not as sign-painters represent him,” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Mogador (Communicated ).—Deplorable accounts were re- 
ceived by last week’s Gibraltar Packet, and they are confirmed 
this week with the further information, that two or three Jews 
were dying daily from hunger. The majority had returned to 
Mogador from Morocco, where the Emperor's son had given 
all the merchants an assurance that, on their return, protection 
should be granted them ; and that in time they should be better 
off than before. This appears an excellent opportunity for 
the European Jews to bestir themselves, and endeavour, through 
the same agency by which their brethren in Turkey obtained 
equal rights with the other inhabitants, to procure the con- 
cession, by the Emperor of Morocco, of a similar firman in 
favor of his Jewish subjects. The excellent suggestions of 
smb, in the last number of the /’otce of Jacob, might then be car- 
ried out. There is little doubt that the distinguished gentleman 
alluded to, would be powerfully backed by the British Govern- 
ment, who must certainly be alive to the importance of a secure 
commerce with the Barbary coast. _ 

Provisions and other necessaries have been already sent out 


by the Relief Committee. The amount collected thus far is 
about £2100. 


Cracow.—The late decree of the senate of this free town, 
(noticed in a recent number of the /’oice of Jacob,) obliging 
the Jews to lay aside their peculiar costume, and to adopt in 
its place that of other European nations, is said to have 
produced great consternation among the Jewish population. 
This costume has, by reason of its antiquity and the associa- 
tions connected with it, become very dear to them ; and it is with 
difficulty that they can be prevailed upon to lay it aside, 
However, in justice to the senate, it must be owned that their 
immediate intention in enacting this decree was for the welfare 
of the Jews. It is this peculiar dress which singles them 
out, and exposes them to the contempt and ill usage of the 
mob; and the very same association which endears it to the 
Jews, makes it hateful to their Christian fellow citizens. ‘The 
Jews, upon the whole, are not so ill treated in this place as in 
the neighbouring provinces of Russia; the influence of the 
Prussian and Austrian governments screening them from any 
undue stretch of authority. 


Melbourne, Port Phillip, April 25, 1844, (Communicated). 
—“ During the whole time of my residence here, I have acted 
and still continue to act as ander. assisted on AWA wR and 
N53 O7 by my brother. Since the fire, I very much feel the 
loss of my books, of which I had a very choice little lot—choice 
for this part of the world. | 

“We have now a regular Jewish congregation, under the 


denomination of ‘ The Holy congregation 
ofa Remnant of Israel,’) and having applied to the Governor, 
lor a piece of land for a Burial Ground, which application being 
granted, and the ways and means having been raised to rail 
round the ground, it was no sooner finished than my brother 
died suddenly ; and thus, by the will of the Supreme, he be- 
“ame its first tenant. 

‘We have also written to London for a Sepher Torah. We 
have regular service every Friday evening and Sabbath morn- 
we! ? also on Holidays; and are regulated by a code of Laws, 
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are printed ;—and to crown all, I yesterday received a 
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communication acquainting me that his Excellency the Gover- 
nor had granted the prayer of a memorial addressed to him, and 
that half an acre of ground, in a most splendid situation, and 
of great value, was at the service of the je ews, for the purposes 
of a Synagogue, although I must not forget to assure you that 
there is very little probability of its being built for some years 
to come ; since we have at present no funds for that purpose. 

‘*The Jewish community here, consists of, say 11 families 
(married), and the entire number in and about Melbourne, is 
between 80 and 9J—men, women and children.” 


Good for Evil.—A letter from Russian Poland, in the 4. Z. 
d J., exhibits how the broken-spirited Jews of that country 
kiss the rod which is wielded over them. On the occasion of 
the recent death of the Emperor's: daughter Alexandra, the 
synagogue of Wilna was clothed in black: and part of the spe- 
cial service performed was the delivery of a German sermon, 
on the text Levit. x.6. The Chief Rabbi compared the Rus- 
sian empire to a temple of God, and the charge of governing 
it, to the temple service. He went on to say, that the Emperor 
could, no more than the High Priest, abandon himself to mourn- 


ing, and the community at large ought therefore to mourn for 
him! - 


Lhe Scotch Missionaries at /assy are rejoicing in having 
obtained the interference of the government, for a withdrawal 
of the so-called ban issued by the Rabbi, with a view to pre- 
vent the attendauce of Jewish clildren at the Missionary schools. 
A local journal calls the Rabbi a fanatic, for objecting to the— 
children of his flock learning reading and writing from the 
Missionary schoolmasters. A commentator upon this fact, In 
the .4. Z. d J., avows himself no friend to the ban, or Cherem, 
but considers it eminently ridiculous that the real object of 
the Missionaries should be kept out of view ;—the apostatizing 
of their so called reading and writing classes. 


Alleged Slavery in Hungary.—The public journals have 
copied very freely from a foreign source, the account of a 
Jewish debtor’s having been dragged to slavery for fifteen 
days, amid the grossest indignities. While it is our duty to 
sound the alarm, when the rights of humanity are violated in 
the person of the Jew, we deem it no less incumbent upon us 
to prevent the diversion of Christian sympathy from the real, 
pressing, and enduring wrongs which our co-religionists are 
made to suffer, in order to direct it upon some isolated symptom 
of vulgar prejudice, exaggerated in the recital, and adventi- 
tiously calculated to create a sensation. We find that the law 
of Hungary, while it does not afford the creditor an opportunity 
of wreaking vengeance upon his debtor by a protracted im- 
prisonment, awards to the claimant the manual service of his 
debtor for a definite term, whereby. the former may derive a 
direct advantage therefrom, by way of equivalent. The service 


so exacted is not, however, a slavery, but rather a servitude, 


adapted to the physical capabilities of the debtor, We will 
not stop to discuss the principle involved; it is the law of that 
country, and not a special obligation upon the Jew. There 
might, moreover, be some difficulty in maintaining the moral 
wrong of the principle, cautiously applied, in the face of the 
servitudes, sometimes perpetual, permitted and even regulated 
in the Mosaic code. Indeed, that an insolvent debtor was 
bound in. some wise to labour for the creditor, may be gleaned 
from the narrative in the second Book of Kings; where the 
poor woman, whose oil Elisha multiplied, tells as a common- 
place fact, that her sons were liable to be taken as bondsmen 
for the liquidation of her debts. 

We have no desire, however, to prove too much; and while 
we trace the existence of the principle to scriptural sources, 
we must confess that in our day it would indeed be dangerous 
to award even the temporary servitude of the debtor, to the 
direct exaction of an exasperated creditor. What, moreover, 
was most indefensible in the Hungarian case under review, 
was the scandalous pomp and rejoicing with which the un- 
fortunate man, because he was a Jew, was marshalled through 
the public streets, by what called itself a Christian populace ; 
and that the local authorities as it were encouraged these 
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like Chananiah, Mishael, and Asariah, with such arms repel 
the attrcks provoked by constancy in faith. Butalas! we are like 
Joshua, (in Zechariah’s vision) clothed in unclean garments.* 


O! that for our sakes also the Lord would “ rebuke the temp-_ 


ter!” QO}! that we also might deserve to be clothed in the gar- 
ments of purity, our iniquities passed away.t O that the lamps 
that we now kindle in memory of what has been wrought for 
us, might be replaced by that precious lamp which shall again be 
set up for the whole earth, so that the Gentiles may be enlight- 


ened from out of the error of their dark readings, and Israel’s | 


testimony be received that— nx INN ’n, The Lternalisa 
Unity, and his name is Unirty.”’ 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Jewish Freemasons.—We are pleased to find, that the com- 
munication upon the subject of the non-admission of Jews to 
Masonic Lodges in Prussia in our No. 83, which was subse- 
quently copied into the Sun newspaper, is creating considerable 
sensation abroad ; and that the F'reemason’s Quarterly levien, 
the masonic organ of communication in England, has warmly 
espoused the cause. We are informed by correspondents, that 
the French and German masonic periodicals are cordially as- 
sisting the cause of our co-religionists of the brotherhood. 

Immediately connected with this subject, is a highly gratify- 
ing record of Jewish gratitude which has lately come under 
our observation. The Jews in Berlin, upon being informed that 
the subject of their exclusion from the masonic lodges had been 


publicly commented on in England, at the great assemblage of 


the fraternity in September last, summoned all the Jewish free- 
masons then in Berlin to attend a meeting: The name of the 
gentleman who mooted the question having been ascertained, 
the first business of the day was to carry unanimously the fol- 
lowing address, which has been transmitted in due form. 
** Address of thanks to the well-beloved and honored brother, 
Faudel. 

‘“The undersigned freemasons of the Jewish faith in Berlin, 
having been anxious to obtain admission to lodges in their 
native country, the doors of which have hitherto been closed 
pr them, and knowing with what zeal you have sought to 
obtain for them their rights, have, at a meeting holden on the 
13th day of November, unanimously voted to you this address, 


_and they trust you will receive it as an earnest of their acknow- 


ledgments and gratitude. 


‘* They accompany it with the prayer, that you will continue 
to exert your talent and interest in their behalf. 
Berlin, 13th Nov. 1844.” 


The document is signed both extensively and respectably, many of the 


names being favorably known in the literary, as well as in the commercial 
world. 


Jewish Charity.—({Communicated.)—The enormous amount 
distributed, both publicly and privately, in charities, by a cer- 
tain distinguished family in Israel, is so frequently the subject 
of conversation, that the following fact may not be uninteresting to 
te readers, The eldest surviving member of that family (in 

ngland) having lately paid a lengthened visit to the sea-coast, 
was promenading one day on the cliff, when she encountered a 
tradesman from London with whom she had dealt many years. 
After accosting him, and finding that his medical advisers had 
recommended a stay of many weeks, the lady inquired how he 
employed his time. ‘‘ In perambulating the town,” was the 
reply. ‘ Then,” observed the lady, ‘‘ I will give you employ- 
ment suited to your tastes and habits. Look out in your walks 
for distressed and worthy families, let me know, and I will 
give you the means to relieve them. By the bye—do not let 
their religion be a consideration, I include Christians as well 
as Jews.” These instructions have been extensively acted 
upon ever since. 

The tradesman had been in the habit of receiving from the 
same lady, oR. a series of years, on every Friday, the sum 
of £25, to be distributed in casual relief among the poor; 


+ Ibid iii. 4. 


* Zech. ili. 2. 


and it was discontinued only in consequenceo f the a 
becoming so numerous and troublesome, as to com 
to decline acting as her almoner any longer. 


PPlicants 
pel the party 


| Scholastic.—Mr. Edward Jessel took his degree of BR A 

first division, at the October examination in the University of 
London. This is the third member of the same family who 
has taken university honors; all educated at Mr. Neumegen’s 
establishment, as was also the lamented Mr. Jacob Samuda. 


How think, and how act the Jews ?—are questions which mug, 
frequently suggest themselves to the non-Jewish public, espe. 
cially to the reflective, and still more to the religiously-minded 
But to none is a truthful solution of such inquiries of more 
vital import, than to the Jews themselves; and yet, strange as 
it may appear, intelligent public writers, of extensive reading 
and more than ordinary knowledge of the world, have now ana 
then had wrested from them the admission, that they have been 
all along deceived as to the real sentiments and polity of thei; 
Jewish neighbours, and (as one honest editor contessed byt 
recently), English Christians know more of some distant people, 
whose habits, manners, &c., have been investigated by trust. 
worthy travellers, than of the ‘ peculiar people” spread here 
and everywhere! A knowledge of this truth very often in. 
duces authors by profession, to glean from notoriously defective 
or inaccurate sources, (the only ones accessible to them,) some 
popular description or other of Jews and Judaism, and to 
realize thereby their profit from the public curiosity. 

Is this with justice blameable? Is it even evitable, seeing 
that the Jews, as a body, employ no suitable means to supply 
to their Christian neighbours, an authentic or authoritative 
answer to the inquiry of ‘‘ How think and act the Jews?” Who 
can doubt, if the plain unvarnished truth were placed in a 
suitable manner within the reach of all, that the prejudices, 
the preconceptions, and the misconceptions which now abound 
to the disparagement of our national character, would no longer 
find entertainment, much less favour? Who can deny, thata 
_ few pounds wisely spent in disseminating a knowledge of facts, 
would save the same sum, many times told, now so often squan- 
dered in inadequate after-efforts, to remedy the consequences 

of fiction ? 
The press teems with books ‘‘ about the Jews,” or “ on 


** The Jew in this, and other days.” 
the book, nor is it often the desire of those who bring out such, 
to invite the recension of a Jewish editor; but our attention 
is directed to it bya notice in last month’s number of the 
Christian Lady's Magazine, and we cannot better testify our 
sense of the right feeling which pervades the criticism, than 
by quoting it in extenso. 


** Marvellous is the progress ofinquiry and of information on this heart- 
stirring topic! Here we have a small square book for the young, widely 
different from any that have preceded it, bearing on the nation of Israel. 
A frontispiece representing the interior of a great London Synagogue; 4 
place from which pious people, not long ago, would have taught their chil- 
dren to avert their eyes, as from a popish mass-house (if not with greater 
horror;) much information as to synagogue-worship; and other matters 
appertaining to the Hebrew people; both among us and in foreign lands ; 
a good many nice illustrations, very well executed; and a spirit of kind- 
ness breathing throughout, highly worthy of imitation. Still we look for 
a great advance in this revived branch of literature; for truly our dazzled 
eyes, when turned in the direction of the Jew, see him but as 4 tree 
walking. Thick mists have still to be purged away. 

“The compiler of this little volume has taken the former part of his de- 
scription from a work which he has had to purify in no small measure ; 
for it was as atrocious a libel on the Jewish people as ever disgraced the 
Geitile press. Nothing of this is retained here; but the picture one 
is of the very lowest class of Jews, leaving unnoticed the large body © 
gentlemen who move in every sphere of society, up to the highest; 4? 
who come not within the outline given of what is called the Jewish pop 
lation; though the highest among them will fervently hail the lowest 4 
his brethren, and in some situations as his superior. We have seen among 
the Cohanim, or descendants of Aaron, men in very poor habilimen's 
though shrouded by the broad talith, tbe. baa the highest place, neat 


the Ark, while the whole congregation, including hundreds of wealthy and 


the Jewish question ;’—we are ashamed to ask, how few of | 
them are Jewish? Such is certainly not the characteristic of — 
a recent publication of the Religious Tract Society, entitled — 
True, we have not seer | 
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omplished gentlemen, bowed to receive the blessing which they, the 

ns of Aaron, pronounce, according to Numbers vi. 23—26. 

«Again, in point of spiritual things, we find the testimony of Mr. Mar- 
goliouth repeatedly quoted, against which the Jews themselves indignantly 
nrotest, and not without reason. Justice is not fully rendered them, be- 
cause, as We before remarked, Gentiles do not yet clearly sec what Israel 
‘, our day is: but ere long it will be better understood. What is reported 
in this little book of the Karaite Jews (page 109), is strictly true of the 
eater number of even the Rabbinical Jews among ourselves ; only that 
our inveterate habit of going to old books rather than to living men for 
information concerning our next door neighbours stands in the way of our 
enlightenment. Having given this caution, with an assurance that the 
half has not yet been told them concerning Judah, we give a hearty com- 
| mendation with the little book to our friends, hoping to see it soon doubled 
in size and importance. The lion, the great lion, is about to be stirred 
up; and men shall see him as he is, not as sign-painters represent him.”’ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. _ 


Mogador (Communicated ).—Deplorable accounts were re- 


ceived by last week’s Gibraltar Packet, and they are confirmed | 


this week with the further information, that two or three Jews 
were dying daily from hunger. ‘The majority had returned to 
Mogador from Morocco, where the Emperor's son had given 
all the merchants an assurance that, on their return, protection 
should be granted them ; and that in time they should be better 
off than before. ‘This appears an excellent opportunity for 
the European Jews to bestir themselves, and endeavour, through 
the same agency by which their brethren in Turkey obtained 
equal rights with the other inhabitants, to procure the con- 
cession, by the Emperor of Morocco, of a similar firman in 
favor of his Jewish subjects. ) 
amp, in the last number of the /“otce of Jacob, might then be car- 
ried out. There is little doubt that the distinguished gentleman 
alluded to, would be powerfully backed by the British Govern- 
ment, who must certainly be alive to the importance of a secure 
commerce with the Barbary coast. 

Provisions and other necessaries have been already sent out 
by the Relief Committee. The amount collected thus far is 
about £2100. 


Cracow.—The late decree of the senate of this free town, 
(noticed in a recent number of the /’oice of Jacob,) obliging 
the Jews to lay aside their peculiar costume, and to adopt in 
wild ae: that of other European nations, is said to have 
produced great consternation among the Jewish population. 
This costume has, by reason of its antiquity and the associa- 
tions connected with it, become very dear to them ; and it is with 
difficulty that they can be prevailed upon to lay it aside, 
However, in justice to the senate, it must be owned that their 
immediate intention in enacting this decree was for the welfare 
of the Jews. It is this peculiar dress which singles them 
out, and exposes them to the contempt and ill usage of the 
mob; and the very same association which endears it to the 
Jews, makes it hateful to their Christian fellow citizens. The 
Jews, upon the whole, are not so ill treated in this place as in 
the neighbouring provinces of Russia; the influence of the 
Prussian and Austrian governments screening them from any 
_ undue stretch of authority. 


Melbourne, Port Phillip, April 25, 1844, (Communicated). | 


—“ During the whole time of my residence here, I have acted 
and still continue to act as sf assisted on AWN WRI and 
N53 01) by my brother. Since the fire, I very much feel the 
logs of my books, of which I had a very choice little lot—choice 
for this part of the world. 


e have now a regular Jewish congregation, under the 


denomination of The Holy congregation 
ofa Remnant of Israel,’) and having applied to the Governor, 
or a piece of land for a Burial Ground, which application being 
stanted, and the ways and means having been raised to rail 
round the ground, it was no sooner finished than my brother 


died suddenly ; and thus, by the will of the Supreme, he be- 
came its first tenant, 


he We have also written to London for a Sepher Torah. We 
ave regular service every Friday evening and Sabbath morn- 
Ro 48 also on Holidays; and are regulated by a code of Laws, 


The excellent suggestions of 


are printed ;—and to crown all, I yesterday received a. 
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communication acquainting me that his Excellency the Gover- 
nor had granted the prayer of a memorial addressed to him, and 
that half an acre of ground, in a most splendid situation, and 
of great value, was at the service of the Jews, for the purposes 
of a Synagogue, although I must not forget to assure you that 
there is very little probability of its being built for some years 
to come ; since we have at present no funds for that purpose. 

‘“The Jewish community here, consists of, say 11 families 
(married), and the entire number in and about Melbourne, is 
between 80 and 90—men, women and children.” 


Good for Evil.—aA letter from Russian Poland, in the 4. Z. 
d J., exhibits how the broken-spirited Jews of that country 
kiss the rod which is wielded over them. On the occasion of 
the recent death of the Emperor’s daughter Alexandra, the 
synagogue of Wilna was clothed in black: and part of the spe- 
cial service performed was the delivery of a German sermon, 
on the text Levit. x. 6. The Chief Rabbi compared the Rus- 
sian empire to a temple of God, and the charge of governing 
it, to the temple service. He went on to say, that the Emperor 
could, no more than the High Priest, abandon himself to mourn- 
ing, and the community at large ought therefore to mourn for 
him! 

The Scotch Missionaries at /assy are rejoicing in having 
obtained the interference of the government, for a withdrawal 
of the so-called ban issued by the Rabbi, with a view to pre- 
vent the attendauce of Jewish children at the Missionary schools. 


A local journal calls the Rabbi a fanatic, for objecting to the 
children of his flock learning reading and writing from the 


Missionary schoolmasters. A commentator upon this fact, in 
the 4. Z. d J., avows himself no friend to the ban, or Cherem, 
but considers it eminently ridiculous that the real object of 


| the Missionaries should be kept out of view ;—the apostatizing 


of their so called reading and writing classes, 


Alleged Slavery in Hungary.—The public journals have 
copied very freely from a foreign souree, the account of a 
Jewish debtor’s having been dragged to slavery for fifteen 
days, amid the grossest indignities. While it is our duty to 
sound the alarm, when the rights of humanity are violated in 
the person of the Jew, we deem it no Jess incumbent upon us 
to prevent the diversion of Christian sympathy from the real, 
pressing, and enduring wrongs which our co-religionists are 
made to suffer, in order to direct it upon some isolated symptom 
of vulgar prejudice, exaggerated in the recital, and adventi- 
tiously calculated to create a sensation. We find that the law 
of Hungary, while it does not afford the creditor an opportunity 
of wreaking vengeance upon his debtor by a protracted im- 
prisonment, awards to the claimant the manual service of his 
debtor for a definite term, whereby the former may derive a 
direct advantage therefrom, by way of equivalent. The service 
so exacted is not, however, a slavery, but rather a servitude, 
adapted to the physical capabilities of the debtor. We will 
not stop to discuss the principle involved; it is the law of that 
country, and not a special obligation upon the Jew. There 
might, moreover, be some difficulty in maintaining the moral 
wrong of the principle, cautiously applied, in the face of the 
servitudes, sometimes perpetual, permitted and even regulated 
in the Mosaic code. Indeed, that an insolvent debtor was 
bound in some wise to labour for the creditor, may be gleaned 
from the narrative in the second Book of Kings; where the 
poor woman, whose oil Elisha multiplied, tells as a common- 
place fact, that her sons were liable to be taken as bondsmen 
for the liquidation of her debts. | 

We have no desire, however, to prove too much; and while 
we trace the existence of the principle to scriptural sources, 
we must confess that in our day it would indeed be dangerous 
to award even the temporary servitude of the debtor, to the 
direct exaction of an exasperated creditor. What, moreover, 
was most indefensible in the Hungarian case under review, 
was the scandalous pomp and rejoicing with which the un- 
fortunate man, because he was a Jew, was marshalled through 
the public streets, by what called itself a Christian populace ; 
and that the local authorities as it were encouraged these 
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socially dangerous passions of the mob, by abstaining from 
what had been a humane and politic interference. 


MisceLLanea.—There has recently died at Altona, a certain 
Abraham Sambel, who has left about 600,000 mares banco, for 
the maintenance of four rabbis in study. ‘They must however 
be from Morocco, of which he was himself a native-——It 1s 
said the new preacher at Frankfort-a-M., is introducing an 
organ into the synagogue. Baron de Rothschild of Frankfort 
did not attend the service during the last Festivals, but formed 
part of a private prayer assembly.——The last population re- 
turns of the city of Rome are given as ‘¢ 170,000 souls, exclu- 
sive of the Jews.” A German contemporary asks, whether this 
is so stated in the belief that the Jews have not souls? and 
also, whether the Roman banditti, and certain privileged evil- 
doers, are reckoned in the 170,000 souls ?* The eloquence 
of Dr. Sachs, the new preacher at Berlin, is much extolled by 
his friends ; a shrewd critic, asks whether the practical results 
of his eloquence would not be their most expressive testimonial ; 
say for instance, that he should be able to prevail on the elders 


and rulers of the congregation, his own warmest admirers, pub- | 
licly to respect the sabbath, and other principal obligations of | 


Judaism ? It appears that the Professor Weber, whose inde. 
cent sneers at Judaism were so nobly and so simultaneously 
resented at the meeting of philologists at Dresden, was from 
the Free City of Bremen, always notorious for hostility to the 
Jews, whom it will not even admit within its walls. Weber's 


ously manifested in his works, and his being almost hooted out 


of the Dresden meeting, was therefore the more signally de- 
served, 


L) Univers Israélite, No. 7, informs us, that the recent at- 
tempt of the Parisian Consistory to abolish AYyYYyD as an accom- 


paniment of the operation of md, has occasioned quite a 
sensation there. Our contemporary publishes a memorial, ad- 
dressed by a respectable body of Jews to the Consistory, re- 
monstrating against the innovation ; he moreover advocates its 
prayer, maintaining that the matter, involving considerations 
strictly theological, is wholly beyond the province of a lay 
body. It is understood, that the Baroness Nathaniel de Roths- 
child of Paris, having given birth to a son, Mr. Isaac Hyams 


of London, a bmp of long established reputation, went over 
for the operation but whether the sending for an English 
operator, had any reference to the interdiction of the my*yn to 


the French p*bmyp, cannot be declared with certainty. 

Our contemporary passes some very natural strictures on the 
character of the contest then taking place here in the 
election of a Chief Rabbi, and concurs in the views we had 
broached, as to what would have been a safer and more ju- 
dicious line of proceeding. He avails himself of the occasion, 
to show how erroneous is the notion, that the Jews have a 
special nationality in anything but their faith; and how in- 
variably we are accustomed to adopt the modes of thought and 
action of the people of which we form part. Thus he maintains, 
that even in a matter so essentially Jewish as the appointment of 
a Chief Rabbi, we have been so eminently English, as to indulge 
in election squabbles, In reviewing several recent numbers of 
The Voice of Jacob, he makes the following reflections. He 
infers that our journal has passed the critical period of its ex- 
istence, and possessing now, after three years trial, the large 
and respectable body of subscribers announced at the close of 
the last volume, it is secure for the future. With reference to 
Jewish matters generally, he gives the English congregations 
credit for a lively interest therein; but he expresses a profound 
regret, that propositions of admitted utility should so often be 
disregarded, because those who are looked to in order to carry 
them out, have not themselves happened to originate them! 
That such is nevertheless but too generally the case in this 


community, is vouched for by his own London correspondent. | of an artificial interest, for subjects otherwise devoid of interest, 


* The Jews in the Papal dominions are sufficiently ill-used ; but they : 


were included in the preceding census; and this omission may not after | 


all be so uncharitably designed.—Ep. 


The difficulties of a consistent Jewish organ, he well eon 
and describes; especially the danger into which a 
editor runs if he lose sight of his proper object, in the 
to flatter the prejudices of any of the various classes fo 
he caters. He remarks, that our public, familiar with 
of journals on political subjects, and accustomed to 
those only which concur in their own views, are some 
unreasonable as to expect a like choice in religious r 
notwithstanding the relatively still greater variety o 
which prevail among us, and the consequent impossibility of 
each party mustering strength enough to sustain its own pecu- 
liar organ, The querrulous, and often intolerant spirit, in which 
a Jewish journal is criticised, either because it maintains views 
unpalatable to the reader, or perhaps, because it simply fails to 
oppose other views, is very aptly described ; while the manner jy 
which the discontented circulate the often fatal query—* \WWjjj 
this new project survive ?”—carping at its title, its style, its 
language, and even its mere form, 1s portrayed by the Editor, 


Celves 
Jewish 
attempt 
which 
a Variety 
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times go 
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as if our own public of three years past had sat {or the picture. 


We sincerely hope that the Univers fsraéiite, long before 
entering upon its fourth volume, will be able to look back 
upon such discouragements, even as we are now able to do, 


OUR LETTER-BOX.—Second Days of Festivals.* 


Besides the following letter, we have received a far more 
lengthy communication on the same subject, from the writer of 


the letter addressed to the Occident, and inserted in our No, 88. 
own particular rationalistic hatred of the Jews had been previ-_ 


Considering the declaration at the commencement of this 


volume, (No. 85, p. 7,)—that such lengthened controversial 


papers were not suited to our columns—despite of which, how- 
ever, we inserted the treatise In No. 88: considering further, 
that in offermg some remarks upon it, we restricted our- 
selves to a temperate use of onr editorial right, from our aver. 
sion to needless and fruitless controversies,—we expected to 
find the parties satisfied, and the matter dropped. Considering 
also the barrenness of a trite and hackneyed subject, which can- 
not and does not excite interest in the generality of our public, 
we should even have wished to have the matter dropped, at 
least in our columns. But dis aliter visum. Our few innocent 
remarks have brought upon us two fierce attacks, formidable in 
array if not in foree, and we must even don our armour once 
more. ‘The demands upon our space preclude the possibility 
of inserting both letters, (which, moreover, in point of argument, 
resemble one another as closely as one egg does another,) we 
are obliged therefore to choose, and have selected that signed 
J. R. P. Our reasons for this selection are, that J. R. P.’s letter 
is much the shorter, and also, that there may be removed from the 


writer’s mind the erroneous impression, that it is the existence of 


some bias on our part, which has denied him the use of our 
columns on former occasions; a suppositious bias to which 
J. R. P. alludes in a note which accompanies the following | 
letter. J. R. P. would however be very decidedly mistaken, 
should he ascribe our compliance to any fear of his threat— 
that, in case of our not inserting his communication now, he 
would employ another channel for its publication. Conscious 
of never having acknowledged any other rule of guidance, in 
our editorial capacity, but that of the welfare of the commu- 
nity at large, salus populi est suprema lex—we should not envy 
the glory of any paper which, at the »resent juncture, one unprece- 
dented in the history of the English Jews, when the public mind 
is and ought to be directed to one point—the reconstitution of 
our spiritual guidance ; when matters are at once so delicate 
and so complicate ; when discontent and dissension are so easil 
sown, and so difficult to be removed; when, placed amidst suc! 
conflicting parties and clashing views, the future Chief Rabb, 
(to whom it will be said 44) nnn natn mdyapm)—will have 
sO many extraordinary difficulties to contend with;—we 
should, we repeat, not envy the glory of any journal which 


would, under existing circumstances, lend itself to the creation 


and to the increase of existing evils by giving undue ol 
ence to additional elements of discord: Impartiality, no doubt 
is an important rule for an editor; his supreme law howeve!, 


* This article has been in type some time. 
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ought to be as stated above, “ salus populi,” and this we will 
avariably follow. 

We shall merely append some few remarks, by way of foot 
notes, to the arguments with which J. R. P. seeks to invalidate 
those advanced in a former number, by way of comment upon 
n. E.'s letter. The following is from J. R. P. 


Mr, Editor,—I read in your No. 88, with much pleasure, the 
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majesty and power of God, invited the priests of Baal to a trial 
of the supremacy of their respective deities, and for that occa- 
sion and purpose only, did he build an altar and make a sacri- 
fiice on Mount Carmel; for we have not any account of his 
having repeated the offering. The infringement of the com- 


‘mandment, Deut. xii, ¢. 13, 14, would only be justified by such 


-anemergency. The third instance you bring, is the duplication 


temperate letter addressed by B. E. to the Editor of the Occident, 
as well as your remarks on the subject of our Duplicate Holydays; 


ynd as that seems to be now the principal point which prevents 
‘he return of the unanimity in the nation, the loss of which is 


so much deplored, I am induced to offer a few observations on_ 


‘he considerations which you think may induce those who be- 
lieve the practice is erroneous, to acquiesce in it. In the first 
place, you deprecate the agitation of the question, in favor of 


the very delicate and important measures now in progress for. i, ON 
‘ commandment, ** Thou shalt not add thereto nor diminish 


the reconstitution of our spiritual guidance. I suppose by this 
vague announcement, you allude to the election of a Chief 
Rabbi; if so, I must say, that from the observations of the 
Jewish Press, we have little prospect of the election falling on 
, person with those qualifications which are necessary in this 
momentous crisis. You say the unbeliever in the Divine origin 
of the Oral law, may satisfy himself that the injuuction, ‘* Thou 
shalt neither add thereto nor diminish therefrom,” can by no 
means be taken in the broad and unqualified sense which it 
seems to convey to BR. E. I am surprised at your attempting 
to modify the obvious meaning of a precise law; (") our Rabbis 
on the other hand have imagined, that the law contained a fur- 
ther meaning than what was expressed by the words in which 
itwas couched. ‘This attempt you make on the authority of a 
few isolated facts (*) recorded in the historical books of the 
Bible ; but you seem to have overlooked, that all these devia- 
tions irom the established practice, were to meet particular 
occasions which called for them ;—none of them were intended 
to be permanent, and to supersede the Divine ordinances. (*) 

In the first instance, the text does not warrant the assumption 
that the fourteen days of the feasting were continuous. Why 
should we suppose the wise king Solomon would needlessly 
desecrate the Day of Atonement, (*) wilfully committing, and 
causing the whole nation to commit a sin, to which was assigned 
the punishment of excision; this insult to his memory Is given 
for the sake of bolstering up an institution of unknown origin. 
The next precedent you allude to, is the sacrifice of Elijah on 
Mount Carmel, though (you say) the temple then existed. It 
did exist, but in what condition? defiled by the worship of 
false gods, introduced by Ahab and his wife. The daily sacri- 
fies were discontinued ; (°) Elijah then, to vindicate the 


(1) The law, * eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe, (Exod, xxi. 23, 
21; and repeated in Deuteronomy,) has ‘“ an obvious meaning of a precise 
law,” and yet, has it ever been construed in a literal sense, and can it be 
historically proved that it was ever so acted upon ? 

(2) Isolated facts or not, the question is—have pious men ever under- 
taken, on emergencies, to depart temporarily from the word of God, with- 
mut icurring the censure of the prophets? That such has been the case 
we have clearly shown. 

(3) The additional day was instituted “ to mect particular occasions.” 
This is a fact so often repeated, and so generally known, that it would be 
tedious to travel over the ground again; nor do we think it can be proved 
that those by whose authority a day was added, intended this institution 
for ever. - The contrary might easily be shown had we any desire to 
leugthen our remarks. 

_ (4) We certainly cannot produce any eye-witness in favor of our opin- 
on, and it may be, that with the spectacles through which J. R. P. looks 
at the text, it may appear to him different from what it does to the rest of 
the world. However, as he only inveighs against the doctrinal part of the 
Talmnd, we retain the hope, that he may attach some credit to its his- 
‘ncal records, and venture therefore to refer him to treatise Moed Katan 
\ 4p. 1.) where we are informed, that King Solomon committed no sin in 

‘nging the Day of Atonement into a festival, since he did so with the 
‘ssent of the prophets, 
mo What @ strange mistake! True, King Ahab, to convert whom 
— had built the altar and performed the miracle recorded, was a 
a ed monarch; hut was the temple of God in his kingdom? No, it 

“Ss &t Jerusalem, In the dominion of Ahab’s contemporary, the pious 
is it even hinted that daily sacrifices were 
defiled? Certainly not in those passages of 


Ing Jehoshaphat. Where 
‘continued, or the temple 


of the festival of Passover, on the accession of Hezekiah, and 
the purification of the Temple. By referring to the text, 2 
Chron, xxx. you will find it is by no means specified that they 
doubled the duration of the Passover; (°) but that after the 
conclusion of the Passover, the people consulted among them- 
selves, and resolved to continue their rejoicing for seven days 
longer. All these three instances, which you quote, were occa- 
sional and solitary events at their respective epochs ; they were 
not continued or even repeated; yet these are the flimsy reasons 
which you give for the continuation of a direct violation of the 


therefrom.” You refer to Maimonides in support of your doc- 
trine, but the quotation you have given from his writings 
directly condemns it. He says, an Israelite is obliged impli- 
citly to obey the behests of a true prophet, though these may 
run counter to the written law of God, provided they are of a 
temporary character, and not intended to make void the word 
of God. (‘) The only impression conveyed to my mind by 
these words is, that the true prophet, on an emergency, could 
temporarily suspend or relax the obligation of certain precepts, 
but could not make any permanent institution which should be 
in opposition to the written law. (*) Therefore, a man may 
conscientiously receive the precept in the same broad sense as 
b. k., without charging the holy men who assisted or acquiesced 
in the Instances you give, with a manifest transgression of the 
law of God. (*) I have already said they are isolated facts. 
Maimonides restricts the power of making these changes to true 
prophets ; (‘°) are you prepared to state that such was the case 
with the institution of Second days ?- Do. you even know who 
were the institutors, or what reason was assigned for the inno- 
vation? ‘The great champion of the Oral Law, Haham D. Nietto, 
In his Matteh Dan, dial. 5, § 324, confesses that the accounts 
given of the institution of Second days are mere conjectures ; 
and it yet further appears, from dial. 3, § 130, that at the time of 
the compilation of the Gemara, the sages were ignorant of the rea- 
sons which had induced the practice. ‘The three reasons there 
given, being to guard against contingencies which might arise, 
this fact disposes of your assertion, that the additional days have 
been appointed for good reasons, by the proper authorities, ('*) 
lam unable to follow you in the deductions which you suppose 
‘‘an unbeliever’’ may make, to enable him to celebrate these 
additional days, until they should have been properly -repealed. 


the books of Kings and Chronicles, which give an account of the religious 


Jehoshaphat. Were we inclined to cavil, what an excellent opportunity 
would this oversight afford us! But cur purpose is rather to soothe than 
irritate. 

(6) Here we submit that the text fully bears out our statement; fer it 
is suid in v. 21, ** And the children of Israel that were present at Jern- 
salem, kept the feast of unleavened brea: seven days with great gladness. 
...... And the whole assembly took counsel to keep seven other days, 
and they kept other seven days with gladness.”’ 

(7) Ot such a character is certainly the additional festival. 

(8) Yes, this is what Maimonides means. 

(9) Where is the transgression ? 

(10) Not that we are aware of. The principle N'33%9 AY OSM, (A 
sage exce!s a prophet ; inasmuch that the latter is asssisted in his decisions . 
by inspiration, and the former is not) is well known, and according to all, a 
sage might on emergencies introduce alterations of a temporary nature, not 
coutradictory to certain fundamental laws, It would here lead us too far 
to show that this power has frequently been used by the uninspired 
religious guides of their respective ages. | 

(11) Suppose that R. Nieto’s assertions be founded, these would, to an 
unprejudiced mind, prove beyond all doubt the remote antiquity of the 
institution of the additional festival. For such a mind would conclude, 
that, if the reasons for this institution were not even clear to doctors who 
treated on this subject two thousand years back, then it must have been 
very ancient in their time—perhaps as ancient as the men of the Great 
Synagogue—and the more entitled is it, therefore, to reverence. And 
hy what logic does it follow, that because the Talmudists did not know 
the reason of the institution, that there was consequently no good reason 
whatever for the institution ? 


i 
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There is not any of the instances you have quoted, which have 
the least bearing on the subject; and surely a man is not justi- 
fied in doing wrong until it shall please the proper authorities 
to let him do right. ("*) I have been induced to adopt the 
term of “unbelievers,” which you use to designate those who 
do not believe in the divinity of the Talmud; but you allow 
that the gentlemen of the Burton Street Congregation do not 

enerally deny the authority of tradition, in fact, they only repu- 
diate what Hurwitz, in the introduction to the Hebrew Tales, 
p. 12, calls “a baneful heap of rubbish, consisting of silly 
customs and unmeaning ceremonies :” ('°) they refuse to join the 
‘self-called orthodox in attaching the same divinity to “ Thou 
shalt not kill,” and the precept ‘‘ Mishna, Treatise Erubim, 
chap. x. § 5.” 

As a oie of the public mind, I think you are bound to 
insert in your periodical, my protest against the validity of the 
precedents you have given, as bearing on the question of the 
lawfulness of observing additional Holiday. 

I am Sir, Yours respectfully, 

Hackney, 10th Nov., 1844. 


Jewish Ladies’ Benevolent Loan and Visiting Society. 


Mr. Editor,—I am directed to request you will correct a 
statement which appeared in No. 90, of your excellent journal, 
relative to a charitable dispensation of David Lindo, Esq. 
The bread tickets therein referred to, the Committee have 
since learnt, were forwarded to one of their Members for dis- 
tribution among the poor of the Sephardim Congregation only. 
Now as this system is wholly inconsistent with the principles 
of a Society which purposes to assist and relieve the Jewish 
poor generally, the Committee take this opportunity of de- 
claring that they must disclaim all cognizance of, or participa- 
tion in, the management of any benefits intended for the 
advantage of one portion of the Jewish poor exclusively. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours obliged, 
S. Harris, Hon. Sec. 


30, Steward Street, 
2 Dec., 5605. 


Uniformity in Public Worship.—A sends us the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter in the Times. Ifa Christian argue 
thus upon the services of his own church, what shall the Jew 
say !—‘* But does it not appear in these days, as if men thought 
they must shew their dread of making too much of forms, by 
despising those forms altogether, and thus run into an extreme 
which savors more of spleen than spirituality. Surely there is 
no slight comfort to those who have friends scattered over the 
world, to know that on the sabbath day at least, they are joining 
in spirit in the same form of prayer, and hearing the same por- 
tions of God’s word. But if every minister is at liberty to alter 
the rubric according to his own fancy, our fellowship of worshi 

and communion of saints is at an end in this particular. If 


order is Heaven’s first rule, we shall not be wrong in observing ' 


it on earth.”— Times, 24th October. 
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(12) In religion, we see J. R. P. is a radical, but we do not know what 
his political creed is. If he be a conservative, he must no doubt find fault 
with many institutions founded upon principles of the liberal party; the 
reverse must be the case if he be a liberal; in either case, many laws of his 
country must appear to him unjust :—is he allowed to dispense with them 
so long as they are not repealed by the proper authorities; that is to say, 

by parliament? Nosuch thing. Laws are general regulations; an indi- 
_ vidual may be allowed to remonstrate against, but not transgress them. 
Otherwise, what would become of the laws? Why, will J. R. P. not ad- 
mit in religion, what he sanctions in politics? | 


(13) Is this extract applied as Mr. Hurwitz would have sanctioned? 
The spirit of his whole essay disproves it. i 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTs. 


Humanitas proposes, what is scarcely within the legitimat 
appeal to public sympathy and support. If he will ena us his pate of an 
in confidence, we may perhaps be able to offer a more practica| vies “ 
Bible of the Anglo-Jewish Press.—‘ A Clergyman’’ whose inquicy 
been overlooked, is informed that what he suggests is in preparation ry has 
Well-timed and liberal offer.—We have the satisfaction to acknowl d 
a third offer of £5 per annum for three years, towards the maintenance of 
a respectable English aspirant to the Jewish ministry at some forcien e of 
versity and Yeshiba. 
Mogador Relief Fund.—Received at our office, from 
Bristol, 10s. 6d. 


T a PUBLIC MEETING, held on Sunday, the 17th of 
November, 5605 (1844), at the Hebrew Educational Institution, N } 
Street, for the purpose of forming an Association for the promotion of the Stuae 
of the Hebrew language and Literature. y 
The Rev. D. M. ISAACS, in the Chair. 
It was Proposed by Mr. Danigu. Myers, and Seconded by Mr. Aprana 
and unanimously Resolved,— 


‘* That a Society be now formed, to facilitate the Study and attainment of the 
Ilebrew language and Literature.’’ 

It was Moved by Mr. Marcus Wo tre, and Seconded by Mr. Rapuart Banner 

and unanimously Resolved,— 


‘‘That such Society be entitled TN WS MSN THE LIVERPOOL 
LITERARY HEBRAIC ASSOCIATION,” 


It was Moved by Rev. M. 8. Orprenuetm, and Seconded by Mr. Goprary Ley, 
and unanimously Resolved,— 


‘‘That the Association be governed by a President, Treasurer, and twelve 
Committee men; to be elected by the general body of the members.” 


. was Proposed by Mr. Extis 8. Yates, Seconded by Mr. SoLomon Couen. 
and unanimously Resolved,— 


‘* That the Association be supported by a Subscription from each Member of 


Ten Shillings and Sixpence per Annum; one half year’s subscription to be paid 
in advance.”’ 


Proposed by Mr. Freperick Jackson, Seconded by Mr. Barnet Lyon Josgpu. 
and unanimously Resolved,— 


** That the Rev. D. M. Isaacs be requested to accept the offices of President. 
and Principal of the Literary department.”’ 


Proposed by Mr. ApkauaAmM ABRAHAM, Seconded by Mr. Asuer Couey, and 
unanimously Resolved,— 


‘* That Mr. Danigt Myers, be requested to accept the office of Treasurer.”’ 


Proposed by Mr. Sy_vastsr L. Samugt, Seconded by Mr. Lewin Naruay, and 
unanimously Kesolved,— 


“That the following gentlemen be appointed the Committee for the ensu- 
ing year. 


Mr. J. Braham, 


M Wootr. 


Rev. M. 8. Oppenheim, Sylvester Samuel, 

Rev. J. Levy, H. D. Jackson, 

F, Jackson, Moses Moses, 

A. Woolf, Hi. Barnett, 

S. Y. Hess, H. Behrend, 

Marcus Wolfe, and 

R. Barnett, Godfrey Levi—Hon. Sec, 


It was Moved by Mr. H. Joszrn, Seconded by Mr. Lron Josgrn, and unani- 
mously Resolved,— 


** That Donations of Money and Books be solicited, towards the formation of 
a Library.”’ 


Moved by Mr. Mosg_y Natuan, Seconded by Mr. ALrFrep Aaron, and unaui- 
mously Resolved,— | 


** That the Classes assemble twice in each week, so soon as some eligible place 
be obtained for that purpose.’’ 


Proposed by Mr. Marcus Wotrs, Seconded by Mr. Danigt Myers, and 
Resolved,— 


‘* That the Minimo Age of the admission of members be Seventeen Years.” 


Thanks were unanimously voted to the Reverend Chairman for his conduct in 


the Chair, and for the generous offer of his gratuitous services as Principal of the 
Association. 
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PANISH AND PORTUGUESE JEWS’ ORPHAN SO- 


CIETY. Bevis Marks. The Committee of the above Society give notice, 
That the situation of Contractor having been declared vacant, any married man, of 
the Portuguese, or German Jews’ congregation (with not more than two children) 
competent to fill the situation, may apply to the Secretary at No. 11, os. 
Hall, Broad-street, on or before the 15th December, between the hours of 2 and ¢, 
for such information as may be required. 

16 Heshvan, 5605. A. H. SALOM, Secretary. 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of All- 


hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Published by 


- Bensamin Sreitt, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith under 
St. Paul, in the City of London. | 
Fripay, December 6, 1844. 
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